THE SUFFERIN
SERVANT

ISAIAH
53




“How foolish you are, and how slow to
believe all that the prophets have
spoken! Did not the Messiah have to
suffer ...?” (Luke 24: 25,26)
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Jesus explained to his disciples that he must
go to Jerusalem and suffer ... and ... be
killed and on the third day be raised to life.
Peter ... began to rebuke him. “Never, Lord!”
he said. “This shall never happen to you!”
Jesus said to Peter, “Get behind me,
Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; you
do not have in mind the concerns of God, but
merely human concerns.” (Matt 16. 21-23)
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Then Philip ... heard the man reading Isaiah the prophet.
“Do you understand what you are reading?” “How can 1,”
he said, “unless someone explains it to me?” So he
invited Philip .... The ... eunuch was reading: “He was led
like a sheep to the slaughter.... In his humiliation he was
deprived of justice.... For his life was taken from the
earth.” (Acts 8:30-33)
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The eunuch asked Philip, “... Who is the prophet
talking about...?” Then Philip began with that very
passage of Scripture preached the good news about
Jesus. (Acts 8:34-35)
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Acts 8:40

e But Philip ... as he passed through he
continued preaching the Gospel to all the
cities until he came to Caesarea.
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Preaching Jesus (vs. 35) = Preaching the Gospel (vs. 40)



Isaiah 53:1

Who has believed our message? And to
whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?
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What does this mean?



A Few Direct Quotations from Isaiah 53
in the New Testament

John 12:37-38
Matthew 8:16-17
Mark 15:27-32
Acts 8:26-36

* Romans 10:16-17
1 Peter 2:21-25




NT Cross References for Isaiah 53: 1
John 12:38; Rom. 10:16
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John 12:37, 38

But though He had performed so many signs before
them, yet they were not believing in Him; that the
word of Isaiah the prophet might be fulfilled, which he

spoke, “Lord, who has believed our report? And to
whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?”

We see that through this passage only a small handful
of people would come to see the Arm of the Lord is a

sufferer who is despised and rejected.



Paul also quotes this passage

* |t is also quoted in Romans 10:16
to show how the Jews who
disbelieved the gospel fulfilled the
statement in the verse: “Who hath
believed our message?”



For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that
though he was rich, yet for your sake he became
poor, so that you, through his poverty, might
become rich. (2 Corinthians 8:9)
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For the foolishness of God is wiser than human
wisdom, and the weakness of God is stronger
than human strength. (1 Cor. 1:25)
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Christ died for the ungodly. Very rarely will anyone
die for a righteous person, though for a good

person someone might possibly dare to die. But
God demonstrates his own love for us in this:
While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.

(Rom 5:6-8)
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The Arm of the Lord

* |saiah 53:1

Who has believed our message? And to whom
has the arm of the Lord been revealed?

Unfortunately, many Jews did not recognize — as
was prophesied -- The Arm of the Lord is Jesus.
That is why it says, “to whom has the arm of the
Lord been revealed?”



The Lord’s Arm: The Lord Saves

He [the Lord] saw that there was no one,

he was appalled that there was no one to
intervene; so his own arm achieved salvation for
him, and his own righteousness sustained him.
(Isaiah 59:16)
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